
Hail, Mighty Warrior, Part 3 - Judges 8:4-35
Notes, Family Worship, Bible Reading

Notes from the Sermon
Living Like a King - Text Outline

I. Gideon's pursuit
A. He and his small army are chasing the two kings of Midian - Zebah &

Zalmunna
*His team stops at two Jewish cities to request food. The people of
Succoth and Penuel -  both  deny to help.
*Gideon promises revenge. 

1. Beatings with briers and thorns for Succoth. 
2. Destruction of the defensive tower set in Penuel         

   
  B. The Kings are caught, the rest of the Midianite army is defeated

     He returns to Succoth and Penuel and makes good on his promise to punish. 
     Commits murder in the town of Penuel.

II. Gideon's Coronation
A. Israelites asked Gideon and his heirs to rule over them. Verbally he

refuses the official title and then proceeds to take every benefit that
foreign, pagan kings added to their lives. 

B. He leads the nation back to idolatry with the building of a golden ephod. 
C. The people of Israel fail to recognize that God delivered them from the

oppression of the Midianites. They wrongly attribute the work to Gideon
and go back to misplaced worship. 

4 Major Truths from the story of Gideon
1. If anything positive happens in the lives of the people of God, it is by His grace,
not on account of human merit. There is no evidence in this story of a positive mind set
toward God on the part of the people of Israel. Gideon's acts of faith are hesitant to
start and short lived. Even so, God in his mercy sent for the deliverance that the people
needed.

2. With God on our side no enemy is invincible and the victory is sure. Three
hundred men defeated 135,000 Midianites without conventional weapons or brilliant
strategy. The kingdom of God is built by his work. The promise that our greatest enemy,
sin & death are forever defeated is just as sure as this Midianite army being subdued. 

3. The faithlessness of God's people can be an obstacle to the work of God.
Gideon at first refused to follow the call of God. With grace, God answered Gideon's
questions of doubt and fear. We also see faithlessness from the people of Succoth and
Penuel. They refused to assist Gideon for fear that the enemy would be defeated.

4. While we remain on this earth we are still in the midst of spiritual battle where we
are tempted to place personal ambitions and comforts over the greater promise of
God's agenda that includes a kingdom to come. These temptations can be the
strongest when things are going well for us. When the oppression is lifted, when life is



easiest, we can focus on more comfort for me, me, me instead of giving thanks to the
One who 

Bible Reading for the Week
Daily Bible Readings
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Reading from this past week’s sermon: Judges 8:4-35
Reading in preparation for this coming Sunday: Judges 9:1-12:15

Family Worship  
Song - I Believe
https://youtu.be/d7PRGMQxNcM?si=S-r6Pg6luVFbThf6

Gospel Project
Unit: Jesus Came to Earth
Story: Jesus was Dedicated
Big Picture Question: Who is Jesus?
Answer: Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of
God, who came to earth to save us.
Scripture: Luke 2

New City Catechism
Question 10: What does God require in
the Fourth & Fifth Commandments?
Answer: Fourth, that on the Sabbath
day we spend time in worship of God.
Fifth, that we love and honor our father
and our mother.
Verse: Leviticus 19:3

Judges 8:4-35
• If the Gideon story was a typical “hero” story, how would it have ended? Why

would the Bible tell stories that show the failure and idolatry of the “heroes”. How
does this point to our need for Jesus?

• How does the story show us that Gideon forgot that salvation is by grace? How
do we show we forget that every good gift is from God’s grace?

• How does our faithlessness and idolatry threaten God’s work in our lives, families,
church, and world? How have you seen or experienced missing God’s grace and
blessings because of sin and lack of trust?

• How can we fight the temptation to be like Gideon and begin taking credit for
God’s work and believing in our own importance?

Prayer
*Pray that we would see our tendencies to exalt ourselves rather than rejoicing in God’s
grace..
*Pray for our efforts to reach out, invite people to church, and share the Gospel during
this Easter season. 

https://youtu.be/uCibVFxaJW8
https://youtu.be/19cZgloe1qc
https://youtu.be/d7PRGMQxNcM?si=S-r6Pg6luVFbThf6

