Vacation for a New Beginning
2.Reconnecting with family

Opening: Starting with the youngest member of your family, have each person take a turn standing or sitting in the middle of the family.  Then have everybody else share one thing that each family member enjoys doing (don’t list one for yourself). one thing that they could not live without, and one positive character trait.  Then have someone pray a prayer of thanksgiving for this family member before moving to the next one.
Read: It is easy to see what a person believes is valuable. The way they spend their time, money, and energy will reveal their values.   

· What values do you want to others to see in your life?  Who are the most important people that you want to communicate these values to. Include listing people outside of your family. 

Music: Use the CD I Could Sing of your Love Forever: Kids.  The CD has the lyrics in the jacket.  You may want to print off extra copies of the words before you leave for your trip.  Sing these two songs together:

Every Move I Make – Track 1

Come, Now is the Time for Worship – Track 8

Scripture: Have someone read Judges 2:6-12.  Before reading, one of the parents can use this to explain the text to the family.
After Moses took the Israelites out of Egypt they spent forty years traveling to their destination.  Once they arrived at the doorstep of the land that they were going to inhabit, Moses died and Joshua became his successor.  Joshua led the Israelites through many battles until the land was finally theirs.  Once the land was secure, Joshua divided the land amongst the people of Israel.

6 When Joshua dismissed the people, the people of Israel went each to his inheritance to take possession of the land.
7 And the people served the LORD all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders who outlived Joshua, who had seen all the great work that the LORD had done for Israel.

8 And Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died at the age of 110 years.

9 And they buried him. 

10 And all that generation also were gathered to their fathers. And there arose another generation after them who did not know the LORD or the work that he had done for Israel. 

11 And the people of Israel did what was evil in the sight of the LORD and served the Baals (other gods).

12 And they abandoned the LORD, the God of their fathers, who had brought them out of the land of Egypt. They went after other gods, from among the gods of the peoples who were around them, and bowed down to them. And they provoked the LORD to anger.
Ask these questions to lead your family in a discussion.

· How could a whole generation of Israelites not know the Lord or his works?  

· For middle school and up: Could you image if nobody in America knew anything about World War II.  What would that say about the American culture?

· Explanation for younger children: Could you image if nobody in America knew anything about their grandparents?  What would that say about them?

· What responsibility did the previous generation have in teaching them about the Lord?

· What happened to the people of Israel when they did not instruct the younger generation about the Lord (vv.11-12)?

· What negative consequences has the instruction of your parents saved you from?

· What positive outcomes has the instruction of your parents provided you?

· Parents, share an example of a time where the Lord did something special in your life.

· How has God used or helped your family recently.

Prayer: Thank God for the work that he has done in and through your family.  Ask him to help your family never forget the work that he has done and to continue working in and through your family.

Journaling: Sometime after this secession and before the next one, take at least five minutes to get alone and journal. (See secession 1. Reengaging God for instructions)

